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Whence comes that something else, which, as we are
told, neither sense nor reason can supply? Where
is the rock for him to stand on, who declines to rest
on anything but what is called the evidence of the
senses, or to trust in anything but the legitimate
deductions derived from it by reason, and who never-
theless maintains his belief in something which trans-
cends both sense and reason?

Apprehension of the Infinite.

We have granted that all our knowledge begins
with the senses, and that out of the material, supplied
by the senses, reason builds up her marvellous struc-
ture. If therefore all the materials which the senses
supply are finite, whence, we ask, comes the concept
of the infinite?

Hobbes calls the idea of the Infinite an absurd
speech.

: Whatsoever we imagine/ he writes, e is finite.
Therefore there is no idea, or conception of anything
we call infinite. No man can have in his mind an
image of infinite, magnitude; nor conceive infinite
swiftness, infinite time, or infinite force, or infinite
power. When we say anything is infinite, we signify
only, that we are not able to conceive the ends and
bounds of the things named; having no conception
of the thing, but of our own inability. And therefore
the name of God is used, not to make us conceive
him, for he is incomprehensible; but that we may
honour him. Also because, whatsoever, as I said be-
fore, we conceive, has been perceived first by sense,
either all at once, or by parts; not that anything is